
Red-faced scien­
tists · who investi­
gated 98 mystery 
circles in the Black 
Mountains of Wales 
have . discovered 
they were made by 
a local farmer - to 
encourage grouse 
to settle. 

The circles, found on 
tw o h i l l t op s  a t  
L I a n t h o n y•, n e a r 
Aber gavenny, Gwent , 
were thought to be 
linked to the scores of 
circles discovered across 
Britain since 1976 and 

woul d have b rough t the 
total being investigated 

by baffled exper t s  to 250. 

· Heather 
But yester day, M r  

Co l i n  A n dr ew s , 
spokesman for the sci­
entist s, said: "These 
circles are nothing to do 

with the investigation. 
"They were c ut by the 

local landower . 
"The heather was 

mowed_ into circles to 
inc rease the amount of 
grouse in the area." 

Undeter red, the scien­
tiat s have moved bac k to 
Wil tshire to study a "32-

metre circle, the biggest 
'so far, found clo�te to 
Silb u r y  Hil l , near 
Mar I borough� 


